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Statement 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [10.11 pm]: When we were 
dealing with the partial revocation of state forest 16, Hon Stephen Dawson asked me if I could find out some 
information for him. I will quote his comments — 

… I do not think the government is recording the offset on the official offsets register, and I am 
wondering why not. 

I indicated that I would follow up and find that information for him, which I have done. I would like to make 
these comments. I know that Hon Stephen Dawson will read them in Hansard. 
The Western Australian government environmental offsets policy, released in September 2011, is committed to 
the development of a public register for offsets in WA to meet government, industry and community 
expectations for transparency and accountability. Environmental offsets are measures designed to counterbalance 
the impact of development on environmental and biodiversity values. Environmental offsets address significant 
environmental impacts that remain after on-site avoidance and mitigation measures have been undertaken. 
Environmental offsets will only be considered after strategies to avoid and mitigate significant environmental 
impacts have been applied. Environmental offsets are most often applied to proposals subject to environmental 
impact assessment and as a condition of permits for clearing of native vegetation under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986, but may be considered in relation to other legislation. 
The proposal to excise land from state forest 16 does not involve the clearing of native vegetation and is unlikely 
to have a significant environmental impact. Land transactions, such as land excisions or land exchanges and any 
associated conditions affecting the productive capacity of plantation state forest, are not considered 
environmental offsets. However, actions to counterbalance the loss of productive capacity of forests may be 
appropriate. Environmental offsets do not normally include actions to improve the social and economic 
wellbeing of a local community. The loss of productive capacity from state forest 16 is considered primarily an 
economic issue and as such an environmental offset would not apply. 

House adjourned at 10.13 pm 
__________ 
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